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The following text describes how you can get information on SSA (Serial Storage Architecture).  Hopefully, it will make some things clearer.





REFLECTOR


If you have Internet access, you can be on the SSA reflector.  The SSA reflector is basically a distribution center for SSA information.  The electronic age is here, and paper is becoming obsolete.  Electronic submission speeds work because it is (worst case) two to three weeks faster than mailings (including the time to prepare the mailing), and can occur anytime.  The X3T10 committee is working toward paperless mailings by use of a CD ROM in 1996.


By subscribing to the SSA reflector, you are placed on a distribution list.  To subscribe to the SSA reflector, just send a note via the Internet to... 


	majordomo@dt.wdc.com


with a line in your message  consisting of the following line (where <your Internet address> is your Internet address...


	subscribe ssa <your Internet address>


If you want to broadcast a message to all SSA interested parties, send your message to...


	ssa@dt.wdc.com


and it will be sent to all SSA subscribers (There is a 50k character size limit).





MAILING


We are still using mailing for the official record.  X3T10.1 (SSA) are part of the X3T10 mailings (SCSI etc.). and can be obtained by contacting...


	Lynn Barra


	Administrator Standards Processing


	X3 Secretariat 						Telephone:	202-626-5738


	1250 Eye Street, NW   Suite 200				Facsimile:	202-638-4922


	Washington, DC   20005				Email:		lbara@itic.nw.dc.us


The cost will be around $410.00 per year plus X3T10 or X3T10.1 membership charges (around $600.00 per year).


The mailing and documents can also be obtained from 


	Global Engineering					Telephone:	303-792-2181 or 


	15 Inverness Way East							800-854-7179


	Englewood, CO   80112-5704				Facsimile:	303-792-2192











FTP SITE and BBS


Documents and proposals can also be obtained from the SCSI FTP site and SCSI BBS.


The FTP site and location is 


	ftp.symbios.com�	/pubs/standards/ssa


The SCSI BBS can be accessed via a host of communication programs (1 stop bit, 8 data bits, no parity) at


	(719) 574-0424


There are no charges by symbios for FTP or BBS access.  


An electronic copy of the X3T10.1 mailing is normally posted on the FTP and BBS sites as SY-9xA0y.ZIP where 9x is the year, and 0y is the mailing (i.e. SY-95A03.ZIP).


An electronic copy of the X3T10.1 documents (proposal, minutes, etc.) are kept on the FTP site and BBS as 9xAyyyRz.nnn, where 9x is the year, yyy is the document number, z is the revision level, and nnn is either TXT (text), DOZ (zipped Word), DOC (Word), PSZ (Zipped postscript) or PS (Postscript).  It is up to the authors to place the proposals in the FTP and BBS sites, so these may be intermittent.  Although the mailings will usually contain the proposals.   


An electronic copy of reflector traffic is recorded on the FTP site and BBS.





DOCUMENTS


The SSA documents consists of two stages.  The first stage consists of a SCSI-2 protocol layer running on a transport layer running on a 20 MB/sec/direction/port physical layer.  The documents as of this writing are...


SSA-S2P (SCSI-2 Protocol) 	rev 2	(X3T10.1/1121D)�SSA-TL1 (Transport Layer 1)	rev 5	(X3T10.1/0989D)�SSA-PH1 (Physical Layer 1)	rev 4d	(X3T10.1/____D)


The second stage adds a new SCSI-3 protocol layer (SSA-S3P) and transport layer (SSA-TL2).  A faster physical layer (SSA-PH2) is also added to run SSA-S2P and SSA-S3P.


SSA-S3P (SCSI-3 Protocol)	rev 0	(X3T10.1/1051D)�SSA-TL2 (Transport layer 2)	does not exist yet�SSA-PH2 (Physical layer 2)  	work just beginning


The native source for the documents is Word for Windows 6.0 with drawings in GDF.  The documents are posted on the FTP site and BBS as zipped DOC (Word) files and zipped Postscript files.





PROPOSALS


Anyone X3T10.1 member (or someone invited by an X3T10.1 member) is free to submit proposals.  A document number is obtained from the X3T10.1 secretary (Currently Larry Lamers).  Courtesy and efficiency dictates that proposals should go in the X3T10.1 mailing prior to the meeting for discussion, or go out on the reflector prior to the meeting.  If the proposal is not seen (paper or electronic) two weeks prior to the meeting, a two week rule can be invoked and discussion on the proposal deferred to the next meeting (usually two months later).  The secretary requests a particular format for the proposals, and 40 copies should be brought to the meeting (if not in the previous mailing).  The secretary will also want a clean single sided copy for the mailing and the electronic format in the source format (need not be Word).  Some authors place the electronic copy on the FTP site or BBS or both.  


The proposal format can be taken from this proposal.  The margins should be at least 0.75” all around, and the document number should be on the top outside edge, and the page number on the bottom outside edge.





Sincerely, 


 


John Scheible�Voice:	(512) 823-8208�FAX: 	(512) 823-0758�Email:	Scheible@vnet.ibm.com  
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